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COMMITTEES  CONCERNED  WITH  MATTERS  OF 

PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Public  Health  Committee: 

This  Committee  meets  quarterly  according  to  notice. 

When  any  special  matters  affecting  the  drainage  scheme 
of  a  particular  parish  or  parishes  are  under  consideration, 
the  member  or  members  for  the  parish  or  parishes,  if  not 
already  on  the  Committee,  and  two  representatives  of  the 
Parish  Council  (s)  concerned  are  invited  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee. 

County  Health  Area  Sub-Committee: 

The  Council  has  three  representatives  on  this  Committee. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

High  Street, 

West  Mailing,  Kent. 

26th  June,  1958. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 

of  Mailing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  first  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1957.  This  report  covers  the  v/ork  of  your  Public  Health 
Department  whilst  Dr.  P.  Jacob  Gaffikin,  who  retired  on 
31st  December,  1957,  was  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  report  has  been  prepared,  as  indicated  in  Ministry  of 
Health  circular  1/58  dated  13th  January,  1958,  on  lines 
similar  to  that  for  the  year  1956.  Attention  is  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  undue  importance  should  not  be  placed  on  rates 
which  are  based  on  very  small  numbers,  e,g.,  less  than  10. 
In  such  instances  comparisons  with  other  areas  or  with 
earlier  years  have  little  statistical  significance. 

Population:  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  Mid- 
Year  Home  Population  for  the  district  is  37,780,  an  increase 
of  80  over  that  for  1956.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
for  the  year  was  164,  or  84  more  than  the  estimated  increase 
of  population  at  mid  year.  The  increase  appears  to  be  due, 
therefore,  to  a  natural  increase  with  little  inward  migration. 

Vital  Statistics:  The  Registrar  General  has  again  supplied 
Area  Comparability  Factors  for  adjusting  the  birth  and 
death  rates  so  that  they  may  be  compared  with  rates  in 
other  districts  and  with  those  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
Members  may  remember  that  the  crude  rate  multiplied  by 
the  Area  Comparability  Factor,  in  the  case  of  Mailing  1.05 
for  births  and  1.03  for  deaths,  gives  the  adjusted  rate  and 
this  allows  for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  in  the  different  areas. 


The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  15.65  which  is  very  slightly 
less  than  that  for  1956  when  the  rate  was  15.98  and  also 
slightly  less  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  which  was 
16.1.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  was  10 — 5  boys  and  5  girls — giving  the  low  rate  of  17.76 
per  1,000  live  births  against  32.49  last  year  and  23  for 
England  and  Wales.  Of  the  10  deaths  mentioned,  7  of  the 
babies  were  under  4  weeks  of  age.  There  was  one  maternal 
death  during  the  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  of  10.88  is  less  than  last  year 
when  the  rate  was  11.23  and  compares  favourably  with 
England  and  Wales  at  11.5.  There  were  399  deaths  in  the 
district  and  63%  of  these  were  aged  65  years  and  over. 
113  were  aged  70  years  and  over.  Heart  disease  was  the 
chief  cause  of  death.  There  were  64  deaths  from  cancer, 
of  which  19  died  of  lung  cancer — 18  males  and  1  female. 

The  heaviest  burden  in  infectious  diseases  was  caused  by 
the  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis,  23  cases  in  all  being  notified 
in  the  district,  10  of  which  were  paralytic.  All  cases  were 
admitted  to  hospital  and  fortunately  there  were  no  deaths. 
The  incidence  of  measles  was  high  at  421  cases,  and  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  accounted  for  166  cases.  In  general  these  cases 
were  mild  without  undue  complications.  Scarlet  fever  was 
again  relatively  high  with  47  cases,  but  all  were  of  a  mild 
nature. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of  diphtheria  occurred 
during  the  year,  for  the  tenth  successive  year,  but  I  cannot 
stress  too  strongly  that  if  this  happy  state  of  affairs  is  to 
continue  parents  must  ensure  that  their  children  are  immu¬ 
nised.  It  must  be  remembered  that  DIPHTHERIA  STILL 
KILLS  and  that  the  elimination  of  this  disease  is  conditional 
upon  the  maintenance  of  an  adequate  level  of  immunisation. 
In  this  respect  I  want  to  see  more  parents  taking  advantage 
of  the  facilities  offered.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  vaccina¬ 
tion  against  poliomyelitis. 

Laboratory  Facilities:  Samples  and  specimens  for 
bacteriological  examination  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Preston  Hall,  whilst  samples  for  chemical 
analysis  are  sent  to  the  County  Analyst  at  County  Hall. 
These  arrangements  have  worked  well  during  the  year. 

Ambulance  Facilities:  Nursing  in  the  Home:  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare:  Child  Life  Protection:  School  Health 
Services:  The  Kent  County  Council  is  the  responsible 
authority  for  the  administration  of  these  services  in  this 
district. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47:  It  was  not 
necessary  to  make  application  to  the  Court  for  any  Order 
for  the  removal  of  aged  persons  to  institutions  during  the 
year.  9  visits  were  made  to  8  aged  persons  to  investigate 
their  living  conditions  and  to  try  to  assist.  In  one  case  an 
aged  woman  died  before  she  could  be  admitted  to  hospital, 
whilst  in  the  remaining  cases  the  persons  concerned  were 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves  or  were  receiving  help  from 
other  persons.  In  one  case  an  aged  woman  living  with  a 
married  daughter  became  unwanted  but  refused  to  go  to  an 
old  persons’  home  voluntarily.  This  case  was  referred  to 
the  District  Officer  for  attention. 

Mortuaries:  The  three  mortuaries  provided  by  the  Council 
and  situated  at  Aylesford,  Borough  Green  and  West  Mailing 
continued  in  use  during  the  year.  They  are  available  at  any 
time  and  the  Police  are  provided  with  keys.  There  is  a 
fourth  mortuary  at  Snodland  provided  by  the  Parish 
Council. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
1925  and  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936:  It  was 

not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  these  Regulations 
during  the  year. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births : 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  . 

267 

262 

52S 

Illegitimate . .  . 

19 

15 

34 

Total  live  births  . 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid¬ 

286 

277 

563 

year  home  population  (crude) 
Adjusted  birth  rate  (comparability 

14.9 

factor  of  1,05  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  . 

15.65 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate  . 

6 

10 

16 

Illegitimate . 

1 

— 

1 

Total  still  births . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

7 

10 

17 

birth c 

k/  li  •••  •••  •••  •••  •  •  • 

29.31 

Deaths : 

Total  deaths  . 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid¬ 

216 

183 

399 

year  home  population  . 

Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability 

10.56 

factor  of  1.03  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General)  . 

10.88 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 

1.72 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 

one  year  . 

5 

5 

10 

Rate  —  all  infants  per  1,000  live 
births 

Mil.  L1AFJ  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legiti¬ 

17.76 

mate  live  births  . . 

17.01 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegiti¬ 
mate  live  births  . 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 

29.41 

four  weeks  of  age  . 

4 

3 

i 

Deaths  from  certain  other  diseases: 

Malignant  neoplasms  (all  ages) 

37 

27 

64 

Measles  (all  ages)  . 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

Nil 

Diphtheria  (all  ages) 

Nil 
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Comparative  table  showing  birth  rate,  death  rate  and 
infantile  mortality  rate. 


per 

1,000  estimated  mid-year 

Home  Population 

per  1,000  total 
live  &  still  births 

per  1,000  live 
births 

Live  Birth 

Rate 

Death  Rate 

Still  Birth  Rate 

Death  rate  of 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Infants  under 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

x  year  of  age 

Q  1953 

15.64 

16.11 

11.04 

10.82 

20.37 

29.46 

1954 

16-05 

16.54 

9.96 

9.76 

21-82 

21.82 

1955 

15.50 

16.07 

9.86 

9.66 

18-40 

10.22 

ijjj  1956 

15-52 

15.98 

10.90 

11.23 

18.45 

32.49 

2  1957 

14.90 

15.65 

10.56 

10.88 

29-31 

17-76 

England  and 

Wales  1957 

16.1 

11.5 

22.4 

23.00* 

(Provisional) 

*  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 


Control  Over  Infectious  and  Other  Disease. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  which 
bedding  was  steam  disinfected  and  one  or  more  rooms  dis¬ 
infected: — 


Work  carried  out 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Poliomyelitis 

Fumigation  of  rooms 
and  Disinfection  of 
Bedding  . 

— 

— 

— 

Fumigation  of  Rooms 
only  . 

2 

1 

24 

Disinfection  of  Bed¬ 
ding  only  . 

— 

2 

— 

Disinfection  of  rooms  is  carried  out  by  your  own  operator 
and  bedding  is  conveyed  to  Fant  Lane  Isolation  Hospital, 
Maidstone,  where  it  is  steam  disinfected  under  arrangement 
with  the  Mid-Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee. 
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Food  Poisoning. 

The  table  given  below  is  of  food  poisoning  notifications 
which  were  received  and  investigated  and  returned  to  the 
Registrar-General : — 

1.  (a) 

1st  quarter  2nd  quarter  3rd  quarter  4th  quarter  Total 
MF  MF  MF  MFMF 

--  11  1-  -  -  2  1 

(b) 


Cases  Otherwise  Ascertained 

•••  •••  ••• 

Nil 

(C) 

Fatal  Cases . 

•  ••  •  •  •  ••• 

Nil 

2.  Particulars  of  Outbreaks 

• • •  •••  ••• 

Nil 

3.  Single  Cases: — 

Otherwise 

Total  No. 

Notified 

ascertained 

of  cases 

Agents  Identifed .  1 

— 

1 

Agents  not  Identified  ...  2 

— 

2 

4.  Salmonella  Infections,  not  food-borne 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

Number  of  children  resident  in  the  Mailing  Rural  District  who 
received  a  course  of  two  injections  against  poliomyelitis  during  the 


year  ended  31st  December,  1957:- 

Under  1  1  2  3  4  5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Total 

-  1  3  50  68  69 

77 

180 

204 

190 

264 

1106 
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The  following  table  relates  to  the  incidence  of  Notifiable 
Disease  according  to  disease,  sex  and  age  groups. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

(excluding! 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-paralytic 

Rubella) 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M  F 

M  F 

Under  1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3  3 

—  — 

1—2 

4 

1 

16 

17 

— 

2 

— 

38  32 

—  — 

3—4 

9 

2 

26 

17 

— 

1 

1 

44  55 

—  — 

5—9 

14 

13 

42 

29 

1  4 

2 

1 

104  115 

—  — 

10—14 

2 

2 

5 

3 

-  - 

2 

1 

9  14 

—  _ 

15—24 

— 

1 

2 

3  1 

— 

— 

-  1 

—  — 

25  and  over 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1  2 

-  — 

Age  Unknown 

- 

— 

- 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  - 

-  — 

TOTALS 

29 

18 

94 

72 

4  6 

8 

5 

199  222 

—  _ 

47 

166 

10 

— • 

13 

421 

— 

Quarter  ending 

31-3-57 

10 

7 

42 

31 

—  — 

— 

— 

8  16 

-  - 

30-6-57 

11 

4 

40 

32 

—  — 

— 

— 

93  107 

-  - 

30-9-57 

1 

4 

12 

7 

4  6 

8 

5 

97  96 

-  - 

31-12-57 

7 

3 

— 

2 

—  — 

— 

— 

1  3 

—  — 

Acute 

Dysentery 

Smallpox 

Acute 

encephalitis 

interic  or 
Typhoid 

Pneumonia 

Infective 

Post  Infectious 

Fever 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M  F 

Under  5 

3 

2 

5—14 

6 

5 

2 

15  44 

5 

6 

— 

2 

45—64 

10 

2 

65  and  over 

6 

9 

Age  Unknown 

TOTALS 

30 

24 

2 

2 

—  - 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

54 

4 

— 

Quarter  ending 

2 

31-3-57 

5 

9 

— 

30-6-57 

6 

5 

— 

— 

-  — 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

30-9-57 

2 

2 

31-12-57 

17 

10 

Para 

Mening- 

I 

Typhoid 

Ery  sip- 

ococcal 

Food 

Puerperal 

Ophthalmia 

Malaria 

Fevers 

el  as 

Infection 

Poisoning 

pyrexia 

Neonatorum 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

F 

M  F 

M  F 

Under  5 
5—14 
15—44 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1  - 

— 

-  — 

—  — 

1 

—  — 

1  - 

45—64 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

-  1 

— 

-  — 

—  — 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1  - 

— 

-  — 

—  - 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  — 

-  — 

TOTALS 

1 

1 

2  1 

1 

1  - 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Quarter  ending 

31-3-57 

— 

— 

1 

1 

* - 

— 

— 

1 

-  - 

-  - 

30-6  -57 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

l 

1 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

30-9-57 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

-  - 

1  — 

31-12-57 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

1 

-  - 

-  - 
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Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 
Meninges  &  C.N.S. 

Other  forms 

1 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

Under  5 
5—14 
15—24 
25—44 
45—64 
|  65  and  over 

J  Age  Unknown 

1 

1 

5  3 

7  2 

4 

1 

1  1 

1 

|  TOTALS 

17  6 

23 

—  — 

2  2 

4 

[  Quarter  ending 

31-3-57 

30-6-57 

30- 9-57 

31- 12-57 

7  3 

1  2 

5  — 

4  1 

— 

1  1 

l  — 

—  1 

Tuberculosis. 

The  table  set  out  below  records  in  age  groups  the  new 
cases  recorded  in  the  register  during  the  year,  together  with 
the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred. 


New  Cases* 

Deaths 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5—14 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

15—24 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

25—44 

5 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

45—64 

7 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

65  and  over 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Age 

Unknown 

•  •  • 

••  • 

*  *  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  * 

17 

6 

2 

2 

7 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Totals 

23 

4 

8 

1 

27 

9 

March 

Quarter 

7 

3 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

June 

Quarter 

1 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

September 

Quarter 

5 

•  •  • 

*  •  * 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

December 

Quarter 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

... 

*  Related  to  Primary  Notifications  received  under  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930  and  1952. 


Number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  persons  who  had  not  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  that  disease  —  1. 
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The  Chest  Clinic  which  serves  the  area  for  which  I  am 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  at  Foster  Street,  Maidstone. 
This  Clinic  is  equipped  for  the  investigation  of  chest  condi¬ 
tions,  with  facilities  for  radiographic  examinations  and  full 
laboratory  aid  is  also  available.  The  Chest  Physician  in 
charge  is  Dr.  D.  L.  Pugh  and  close  co-operation  between  the 
Chest  Clinic  and  the  Health  Departments  of  the  four 
Authorities  has  continued  during  the  year. 

Dr.  Pugh  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  details  of  the 
number  of  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  which 
were  examined  during  the  year  and  the  number  found  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  This  investigation  of  contacts 
of  known  cases  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  procedures  in 
the  detection  of  cases  which  might  otherwise  be  missed  and 
provides  vital  information  on  the  origin  and  spread  of 
infection.  The  figures  quoted  below  relate  to  the  investiga¬ 
tions  made  in  the  area  served  by  the  Chest  Clinic,  which 
coincides  with  the  area  of  the  four  Authorities,  Maidstone 
Borough,  Maidstone  R.D.,  Hollingboum  R.D.,  and  Mailing 
R.D. 

(a)  Number  of  contacts,  seen  during  1957,  of  newly 

notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  .  364 

(b)  Number  of  contacts,  examined  during  1957,  of 

cases  notified  prior  to  1957  .  568 

(c)  Number  of  contacts  in  (a)  found  to  be  suffering 
from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  1 

(d)  Number  of  contracts  in  (b)  found  to  be  suffering 
from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  3 
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The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  throughout  the 
rural  district  of  the  cases  of  infectious  and  notifiable  dis¬ 
eases  notified  during  the  year: — 
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Addington 

1 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aylesford 

— 

2 

56 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Birling  . 

4 

12 

2 

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Borough  Green 

17 

7 

122 

2 

— 

21 

2 

Burham 

1 

1 

27 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

Ditton  . 

— 

4 

8 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ightham  . 

— 

10 

5 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leyboume 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

8 

3 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

East  Mailing 

5 

25 

30 

1 

3 

3 

2 

West  Mailing  ... 

1 

2 

40 

1 

3 

5 

1 

Mereworth 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Offham  . 

4 

3 

8 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

East  Peckham  ... 

— 

3 

3 

2 

1 

West  Peckham  ... 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Platt  . 

1 

4 

9 

— 

— 

4 

1 

Plaxtol  . 

— 

17 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ryarsh  . 

2 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

Ship  bourne 

— 

1 

1 

Snodland . 

3 

63 

23 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stansted  . 

3 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Thottis  cliff  e 

— 

— 

1 

Wateringbury  ... 

— 

1 

5 

Wouldham 

13 

Wrotham 

4 

3 

38 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

* _ 

__ 

__ 

TOTAJL  47  166  421  10  13  54  23  4  4  3  1  2  1 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  during  the  year  with  rates  per  1,000  estimated  mid¬ 
year  home  population: — 


R.G.’s 
List  No. 

Cause  of  Death 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Rates  per  1,000 
Estimated  Home 
Population 
1957  1956 

M 

F 

T 

i 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

8 

•  •  • 

8 

0.21 

0.08 

2 

Tuberculosis — other 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

0-03 

0-05 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

•  •  . 

0.00 

0.00 

4 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

o.oo 

0.00 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

0.00 

0.00 

6 

Meningococcal  Infections 

•  •  • 

0.00 

0.00 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

... 

0.00 

0.00 

8 

Measles 

•  •  • 

... 

0.00 

0.00 

9 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic 

diseases 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

0.05 

0.00 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm — stomach 

5 

2 

7 

0.19 

0.24 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm  —  lung, 

bronchus 

18 

1 

19 

0-50 

0.42 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm — breast 

•  •  • 

6 

6 

0.16 

o.oo 

13 

Malignant  N ooplasm — uterus 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

0-13 

0-05 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

14 

13 

27 

0.71 

1.01 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

0.03 

0.05 

16 

Diabetes 

... 

1 

1 

0.03 

0.05 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

17 

26 

43 

1.14 

1.12 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

29 

21 

50 

1.32 

1.57 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  disease 

5 

4 

9 

0.24 

0.19 

20 

Other  Heart  disease 

30 

41 

71 

1.88 

2.09 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

11 

5 

16 

0.42 

0.45 

22 

Influenza 

3 

2 

5 

0.13 

0.00 

23 

Pneumonia 

1  16 

12 

28 

0.74 

0-58 

24 

Bronchitis 

15 

7 

22 

0.58 

0-42 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

0.08 

0-13 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

0.05 

0.16 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

0.05 

0.08 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

0-05 

0.16 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

0.08 

0-08 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

0.03 

0.03 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

3 

0.08 

0.21 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined 

diseases 

15 

25 

40 

1.06 

0.85 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

1 

6 

0.16 

0.11 

34 

All  other  accidents 

8 

3 

11 

0.29 

0.48 

35 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

0.11 

0.16 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

... 

1 

0.03 

0.00 

.. 

All  causes 

216 

183 

399 

10.56 

i 

10.90 

12 


Deaths — Parochial  Distribution. 
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1  Total 

Addington 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

__ 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

4 

Aylesford 

9 

7 

3 

4 

2 

2 

3 

6 

6 

3 

6 

3 

54 

Birling 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

6 

Borough  Green 

3 

6 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

1 

23 

Burham 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

2 

2 

18 

Ditton 

4 

2 

5 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

20 

Ightham 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

15 

Leyboume  . . . 

4 

2 

— 

4 

2 

1 

2 

6 

2 

3 

7 

— 

33 

East  Mailing 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

4 

— 

2 

2 

7 

4 

3 

34 

West  Mailing 

5 

3 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

5 

3 

3 

5 

2 

32 

Mereworth  . . . 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2: 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

10 

Offham 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

East  Peckham 

— 

3 

4 

— 

2 

2: 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

21 

West  Peckham 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

P  latt  ...  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

3 

14 

Plaxtol 

1 

— 

3 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

12 

Ryarsh 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

7 

Shipboume  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Snodland 

6 

2 

6 

2 

4 

3 

2 

2 

3 

5 

6 

1 

42 

Stansted 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Trot  tis  cliff  e  ... 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

6 

W  ateringbury 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

14 

Wouldham  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

7 

Wroth  am 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

11 

TOTAL,  46 

35 

45 

32 

28 

26 

16 

28 

29 

40 

47 

27  399 
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Deaths — All  Causes — 1957. 


Age 

Group 

31.3.57 

Quarter  Ending 
30.6.57  |  30.9.57  | 

31.12.57 

Total  for 
the  year 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F  | 

M 

F 

Under 

1  month 

2 

1 

1 

0 

...  ; 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

4 

3 

1—  2 

months 

. . . 

.  •• 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

2—  3 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

•  .  • 

1 

... 

3—  6 

•n 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6—9 

•  .  . 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

'  *  * 

1 

... 

... 

1 

9—12 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

...  i 

1 

•  •  * 

1 

Total  to  one  year 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

5 

5 

1—  4 

years 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

2 

5—  9 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

... 

2 

3 

10—19 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

.  .  . 

3 

. . . 

6 

4 

20—29 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

5 

3 

30—39 

5 

‘2 

2 

•  .  . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

o 

* 

9 

4  , 

40—49 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

11 

9 

50—59 

*)•) 

6 

5 

7 

3 

5 

4 

10 

4 

28 

16 

60—64 

V> 

8 

5 

3 

2 

3 

... 

5 

.  7 

19 

14 

65—69 

!•> 

5 

1 

6 

2 

7 

2 

7 

5 

25 

10 

70—79 

18 

17 

12 

10 

11 

14 

19 

3.3 

60 

54 

80—89 

15 

20 

5 

15 

9 

7 

13 

12 

42 

54 

90  and 

over 

... 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

1 

4 

5 

65 

61 

42 

44 

42 

31 

67 

47 

|  216 

|  183 

Totals 

126 

86 

73 

114 

399 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  1956 —  19  =  4.62% 

1957—  10  =  2.51% 

Deaths  of  persons  aged  65  years  and  over  ...  1956  —  265  =  64.47% 

1957  —  254  =  63.66% 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area,  the  public  cleansing  ser¬ 
vice  and  other  items  are  contained  in  the  following  report 
of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  who  has  reported 
separately  on  these  matters,  as  in  previous  years. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
assistance  I  have  been  given  by  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  by  the  other  Officers  of  the  Council  since 
taking  up  my  appointment.  I  am  grateful,  too,  for  the 
interest  and  kindness  shown  by  the  Members — an  attitude 
which  has  helped  greatly  in  my  taking  over  the  office  to 
which  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Gaffikin,  gave  such  distinguished 
service. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  H.  M.  DIMMER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


14 


Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

High  Street, 

West  Mailing,  Kent. 

26th  June,  1958. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Mailing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  tenth  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
circumstances  existing  in  the  rural  district  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1957. 

There  was  only  one  staff  change  during  the  year,  viz.: 
the  Junior  Clerk,  Miss  Austin,  replacing  Miss  Wilkinson. 
The  unchanged  position  regarding  the  remainder  of  the 
staff  has  ensured  the  smooth  running  of  the  Department. 

Three  important  new  Acts  affecting  the  Department  came 
into  force  during  the  year,  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  the  Housing 
Act,  1957  and  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  Housing  has  always 
taken  up  a  large  proportion  of  the  Department’s  time  and 
the  new  Rent  Act  has  increased  still  further  the  time  to  be 
spent  on  this  important  aspect  of  public  health  work.  Far 
more  tenants  now  seek  my  assistance  than  did  under  the  old 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  of  1954.  Under  the  old 
Act  only  5  persons  applied  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair, 
whilst  under  the  new  Act  43  applications  had  been  received 
at  the  year’s  end  and  they  are  still  continuing  to  come  in. 
The  new  Housing  Act  is  merely  a  consolidating  Act  and 
has  not  produced  any  radical  change  in  the  legislation. 

The  full  effect  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  will  not  be  felt  until 
1958  but  observations  of  factory  chimney  stacks  form  a 
part  of  the  routine  work  of  the  District  Inspectors  and  the 
attention  of  the  main  provisions  of  the  new  Act  have  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  all  factory  managements  within 
the  district.  Being  a  rural  district  it  is  not  possible  yet  to 
think  of  establishing  smokeless  zones,  but  the  abatement  of 
smoke  nuisances  has  always  received  attention  and  will 
continue  to  do  so. 
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On  the  Public  Cleansing  side,  the  disposal  of  cesspool 
contents  remains  a  big  problem  which  will  only  be  solved 
by  the  provision  of  new  sewage  schemes.  It  is  heartening, 
in  this  respect,  to  see  the  Aylesford  and  Ditton  sewerage 
scheme  progressing  satisfactorily  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
circumstances  will  allow  for  it  to  be  closely  followed  by 
other  schemes. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
follows,  with  comments  on  each  subject. 


HOUSING. 

The  programme  for  the  elimination  of  unfit  houses  con¬ 
tinued  satisfactorily  during  1957.  30  official  representations 
were  made  in  respect  of  individual  houses  during  the  year 
resulting  in  the  making  of  13  Demolition  Orders,  13  Closing 
Orders  and  the  acceptance  of  4  Undertakings  in  lieu  of 
demolition  orders.  Two  of  the  undertakings  referred  to  2 
period  agricultural  cottages  in  East  Peckham  possessing 
some  architectural  interest  and  these  are  being  converted 
to  one  and  thoroughly  reconditioned.  This  work  was  in  an 
advanced  stage  at  the  year’s  end.  The  other  undertakings 
accepted  were  for  the  use  of  the  buildings  for  a  purpose 
other  than  human  habitation.  8  houses  were  demolished 
during  the  year.  Very  good  progress  has  been  made  to  date 
with  the  Council’s  five  year  programme  for  slum  clearance 
and  the  support  of  the  Council  in  providing  new  houses  for 
the  persons  displaced  from  unfit  houses  is  ensuring  the 
success  of  this  programme. 

In  addition  two  new  Clearance  Areas  were  declared  and 
Orders  made.  These  referred  to  16  cottages  in  the  parish  of 
West  Mailing  and  the  approval  of  the  Minister  was  awaited 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Clearance  Order  in  respect  of 
27  dwellings  at  Holborough  Stream,  Snodland,  made  in  1956 
was  duly  confirmed  by  the  Minister  on  the  31st  January, 
1957.  The  rehousing  of  the  families  from  this  Area  was 
well  under  way  and  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  1957. 

43  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the 
new  Rent  Act  were  received  and  dealt  with.  It  is  too  early 
to  assess  the  full  impact  of  this  Act  on  housing  but  it  does 
appear  at  the  moment  that  essential  repairs  will  be  carried 
out.  To  date  a  lot  of  repair  work  has  been  done  and  the  Act 
has  proved  useful  in  effecting  repairs  to  defects  that  could 
not  be  included  in  a  notice  served  under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts. 
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1,413  visits  were  made  by  the  District  Inspectors  in  con¬ 
nection  with  housing  and  it  was  necessary  to  serve  101 
informal  notices  and  13  statutory  notices  requiring  repairs 
to  property.  The  policy  of  an  informal  approach  to  land¬ 
lords  was  pursued  and  most  of  the  repair  work  required 
was  completed  by  persuasion,  hence  the  small  number  of 
statutory  notices  served.  The  table  on  page  18  sets  out  a 
list  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year.  Set  out  below 
are  the  number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied 
during  1957 : — 


Houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  by  Local 

Authority .  69 


Houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  under  Public 
Health  Acts  . 
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The  Members  will  be  aware  that  Improvement  Grants  are 
dealt  with  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  but  I  am  re¬ 
quired  to  include  a  summary  of  the  year’s  working  in  the 
Annual  Report,  which  is  as  follows: — 

The  number  of  schemes  submitted  ...  27 

The  number  of  schemes  approved  ...  27 


Total  cost  of  such  improvements  or 
conversions  . 


£12,319 


Total  cost  of  grants  made  ... 


£5,943 


The  number  of  schemes  dealt  with,  viz. :  27  is  12  less  than 
in  the  previous  year,  which  is  disappointing  to  me  person¬ 
ally,  for  I  feel  that  many  more  houses  should  be  improved. 
But  not  one  application  was  refused  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  as  time  goes  on  many  more  owners  will  take  advantage 
of  these  grants  to  improve  their  property. 


The  number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  was 
as  follows: — 


By  Local  Authority  ...  166 

By  private  enterprise  ...  77 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  sanitary  works  effected 
to  existing  premises  during  the  year  under  review: — 


W.C’s  provided . 

W.C’s  repaired . 

Washbasins  provided/renewed/cleansed 
Sinks 

Water  heaters  provided  . 

Baths  provided . . 

Cesspools  provided/renewed  . 

Urinals  provided/ renewed  . 

Gullies  provided/renewed/repaired  . 

Inspection  chambers  provided/renewed 

Drains  laid/altered/repaired  . 

Choked  drains  cleansed  . 

Pail  or  Earth  closets  converted . .. 

Chimney  Stacks  repaired/ renewed  . . 

Roofs  repaired . ■  . 

RW.  gutters  and  pipes  repaired/renewed  ... 

External  walls  repaired  . 

Internal  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ... 

Floors  and  staircases  repaired/renewed 
Doors  and  windows  repaired/renewed 
Grates  and  ranges  repaired/renewed  ... 

Coppers  repaired/renewed . 

Dampness  remedied . 

Dirty  premises  cleansed  .  . 

Dustbins  provided  . 

First  Aid  kits  provided  . 

Water  filters  provided  ...  . . 

Water  pipes  laid/provided . 

Refuse  accumulations  removed  ...  . 

Butchers’  trays  renewed . 

Meat  lorry  frame  and  cover  provided  ... 

Food  store  cleansed/redecorated  . 

Waste  land  fenced  off  . 

Porches  provided  . 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  during  1957 
Number  of  informal  notices  served  during  1957 
Number  of  complaints  received  during  1957 


36 

14 
23 
26 
33 

4 
16 

5 
9 

15 
44 
13 

5 

7 

30 

28 

38 

97 

26 

66 

9 

7 

28 

3 

65 

2 

3 

4 

5 
3 
1 

11 

1 

3 

13 

101 

330 


HOP  PICKERS’  CAMPS. 

31  camps  were  occupied  during  the  1957  season  by 
approximately  5,100  pickers.  70  visits  of  inspection  were 
made,  special  attention  being  paid  to  sanitation  and  refuse 
disposal  because  of  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis. 

If  was  noted  during  visits  made  before  picking  com¬ 
menced  that  various  minor  repairs  were  being  carried  out 
to  doors,  roofs  and  the  like,  but  no  major  improvements 
were  undertaken  by  the  growers. 

Machines  were  in  use  at  9  farms  during  the  season  and, 
apart  from  Whitbreads,  the  number  of  pickers  at  these 
farms  was  quite  small. 


18 


Now  that  picking  machines  are  becoming  more  efficient 
and  more  numerous,  I  feel  that  the  number  of  hutted  camps 
will  slowly  decrease  and  farmers  will  invest  their  money  in 
machines  rather  than  in  huts. 

It  is  likely,  however,  that  on  farms  where  the  hop  acreage 
is  small,  unless  a  system  of  joint  use  of  machines  can  be 
developed,  it  may  still  be  more  economical  for  the  growers 
to  retain  the  hand-picking  method. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  majority  of  the  premises  within  the  rural  district  are 
served  by  the  mains  of  the  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  but 
small  numbers  of  houses  are  supplied  by  the  mains  of  the 
Maidstone  Waterworks  Company,  the  Sevenoaks  and  Ton- 
bridge  Water  Company  and  the  Medway  Water  Board.  In 
addition  205  premises  receive  their  water  from  six  private 
sources  of  supply  as  detailed  below: — 

Houses  supplied  by  statutory  water  undertakings : 

Mid  Kent  Water  Company  ...  10,658 

Maidstone  Waterworks  Company  .  54 

Sevenoaks  and  Tonbridge  Water  Company  ...  17 

Medway  Water  Board  .  15 

- 10,744 


Houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  private 

sources : 

Tottington  Spring  Supply,  Aylesford .  43 

British  Quarrying  Company  Supply,  Borough 

Green  ...  ...•  ...  ...  . .  •<  ...  • . .  ...  6 

Hamptons  Private  Supply,  West  Peckham  ...  29 

Fairlawne  Private  Supply,  Shipbourne  ...  ...  115 

Yotes  Court  Private  Supply,  Mereworth  .  6 

Hermitage  Farm  Supply,  Aylesford .  6 

-  205 


10,949 


At  31st  December,  1957,  97.53%  of  the  houses  within  the 
district  were  being  supplied  with  piped  water  from  public 
mains  and  a  further  1.92%  from  private  sources  of  supply. 
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Samples:  All  supplies  are  subject  to  regular  sampling  and 
the  following  table  indicates  the  results  of  samples  taken 
during  1957 : — 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Chemical  Examination 

Type  of  Water 

Number  of 
Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Number  of 
Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Raw  Water 

61 

43 

18 

1 

•  •  . 

1 

Treated  Water 

27 

26 

1 

2 

2 

14  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  a  private 
supply  at  Mereworth  which  was  found  liable  to  intermittent 
pollution  in  an  attempt  to  find  the  cause  of  pollution. 
Sundry  repairs  and  alterations  were  carried  out  and  instr  uc¬ 
tions  issued  for  all  water  to  be  boiled  before  use.  Following 
the  repairs  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory.  The 
possibility  of  connecting  this  supply  to  a  public  supply  was 
considered  and  was  being  actively  pursued  at  the  year's  end. 

Two  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  a  private 
supply  at  Borough  Green.  It  was  found  that  the  pumping 
chamber  had  been  polluted  by  children.  After  cleansing, 
further  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

One  of  the  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  samples  was 
taken  from  a  disused  well  in  Plaxtol.  Plans  to  use  this  water 
for  drinking  purposes  were  abandoned,  as  the  house  con¬ 
cerned  is  connected  to  the  main. 

One  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  sample  was  taken  from 
a  private  supply  at  Shipboume.  Further  samples  proved 
satisfactory.  The  remaining  unsatisfactory  bacteriological 
and  chemical  samples  were  taken  from  a  private  spring 
supply  at  Plaxtol.  Further  samples  have  proved  satisfac¬ 
tory. 

Extensions  of  mains:  1,685  yards  of  mains  were  laid 
during  1957  as  follows : — 


""" 

Parish 

Yards 

Size 

Water  Company 

Birling 

76 

3  inches 

Mid-Kent 

Borough  Green 

65 

4  „ 

11 

East  Mailing 

971 

4  „ 

11 

East  Mailing 

483 

3  „ 

11 

Ightham 

48 

3  „ 

11 

Platt 

42 

3  „ 

11 
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Delivery  of  water:  8,800  gallons  of  water  were  delivered 
to  premises  dependent  on  stored  rain  supplies.  These  dwell¬ 
ings  are  situated  in  remote  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Ending' 
and  West  Peckham.  This  is  a  reduction  of  1,800  gallons  on 
the  figures  for  1956. 


METEOROLOGY. 

The  following  data  concerning  meteorology  for  the  year 
1957  (with  comparative  figures  for  the  four  previous  years) 
recorded  at  East  Mailing  Research  Station,  has  been  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Meteorological  Officer  of  that  station: — 


Month 

Average  Thermometer 
(Max.) 

Average  Thermometer 
(Min.) 

Highest  Thermometer 

Lowest  Thermometer 

Average  Barometer 

Total  Rainfall  (ins.) 

Heaviest  Rainfall  in 
any  one  day. 

Number  of  days  on 
which  rain  fell  (0.01 
and  over) 

35  years  average* 

Total  hours  of 

sunshine 

January 

47.1 

36.8 

55 

28 

30.08 

1.72 

0.27 

21 

2.46 

54-6 

February 

48.4 

37.0 

55 

27 

29.65 

3.51 

0.71 

19 

1.95 

71.4J 

March 

56.3 

41.4 

65 

27 

29.87 

1.11 

0.25 

12 

1.57 

123-3 

April 

56.3 

39.5 

67 

30 

30.11 

0.15 

0.06 

6 

1.90 

172.7 

May 

59.5 

41.7 

70 

28 

29.99 

1.53 

0,59 

13 

1.93 

198.1 

June 

71.2 

48.1 

92 

36 

30. CO 

1.40 

0.47 

9 

1.63 

275.5 

Jul7 

71.9 

55.5 

89 

48 

29.88 

3.25 

1.19 

16 

2.25 

172.5 

August 

69.3 

52.3 

79 

40 

29.89 

2.24 

0.41 

14 

2.35 

182.21 

September 

64.0 

49.0 

70 

34 

29.88 

2.86 

0.49 

19 

2.18 

120.2 

October 

60.5 

43.9 

69 

31 

30.00 

1.17 

0.36 

7 

2.85 

102.5] 

November 

49.0 

39.5 

56 

26 

29-72 

3.00 

1.28 

10 

3.18 

68-2 

December 

45.6 

32.5 

56 

18 

29.93 

2.47 

0.69 

17 

2.48 

56.9' 

Total /Average  for  the  year 

29.99 

24.41 

1.28 

163 

26.73 

1598.1 

Total/ Average  for  the  year 

1953 

20.94 

0.91 

140 

26.10 

11 

11 

11 

1954 

26.10 

1.08 

175 

26.10 

j 

11 

11 

11 

1955 

25.24 

2.23 

151 

26.10 

1 

?? 

11 

11 

1956 

24.69 

1.30 

169 

26.10 

*  Weighted  averages  for  the  35  year  period  1922-1957. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  2.32  inches  below 
average. 

Driest  Period:  The  driest  period  during  the  year  was 
from  1st  to  15th  October  (excluding  trace) . 
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Wettest  Period :  The  wettest  period  during  the  year  was 
from  18th  to*  25th  December  (excluding  trace) . 

The  sunniest  day  of  the  year  was  on  28th  June,  when 
15.2  hours  were  recorded. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

There  was  no  major  change  in  the  legislation  affecting 
this  aspect  of  the  work  during  the  year,  411  principal  cafes 
and  works  canteens  were  inspected  during  the  year  to 
ascertain  compliance  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  In  all  1,512  routine  inspections 
of  food  premises  were  made  and  various  small  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  effected.  At  each  of  these  inspections 
opportunity  is  taken  to  educate  food  handlers  to  higher 
standards  of  food  hygiene.  The  standards  laid  down  in  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  are  rigidly  applied  and  generally 
speaking  shopkeepers  are  co-operative  in  complying  with 
same.  It  has  not,  therefore,  been  necessary  to  take  any 
legal  proceedings.  I  do  not,  however,  suggest  that  all  food 
premises  are  satisfactory  in  every  respect  and  constant 
routine  inspection  is  necessary. 

It  was  necessary  to  call  attention  to  unsatisfactory  con¬ 
ditions  in  a  ladies’  sanitary  convenience  at  one  food 
premises  catering  for  large  numbers  of  coaches.  Various 
improvements  have  been  made  and  the  position  will  be 
watched  carefully  during  the  forthcoming  year. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  the  various 
food  premises  in  the  district  that  are  regularly  inspected 
by  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors: — 


Cafes  and  Works  Canteens . 54 

Bakehouses  ...  . .  ...  ...  9 

Butchers  Shops  .  30 

Fishmongers’  S.hops  .  10 

Grocers  and  General  S.hops  ...  177 

Greengrocers  .  21 

Licensed  Premises  .  ...  .  .  104 


Slaughterhouses:  At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review' 
five  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  but  of  those  only  three 
were  in  regular  use,  the  other  two  being  virtually  unused. 
It  is  clear  that  the  amount  of  meat  produced  from  slaughter¬ 
ing  in  this  district  is  far  from  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
area  and  the  general  trend  is  for  a  further  reduction  each 
year.  Since  local  slaughtering  was  recommenced  in  July, 
1954,  there  has  been  a  steady  decline  in  the  number  of 
animals  killed.  There  are  of  course  seasonal  fluctuations 
but  these  do  not  affect  the  general  position  and  it  is  quite 
obvious  that  more  and  more  meat  is  being  purchased  by  the 
butchers  “  off  the  hook.”  One  slaughterhouse  licence  was 
not  renewed  during  the  year,  the  butcher  concerned  having 
closed  the  slaughterhouse  voluntarily. 
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The  new  regulations  on  slaughterhouses  which  were  ex¬ 
pected  were  still  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  the 
Government  issued  a  White  Paper  (Command  243)  in 
August,  which  set  out  in  the  form  of  draft  regulations  the 
recommended  minimum  standards  of  construction,  layout 
and  equipment  for  slaughterhouses  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  humane  slaughter  and  hygienic  conditions.  A  copy 
of  this  White  Paper  was  circulated  to  the  owners  of 
licensed  slaughterhouses  within  your  district. 

I  am  able  to  report  that  100%  inspection  was  carried  out 
of  all  animals  slaughtered,  but  this  necessitated  working 
252  hours  overtime  during  1957.  This  overtime  is  made 
necessary  due  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  slaughtering 
is  carried  out  outside  normal  working  hours,  during  the 
evenings  and  weekends,  by  employees  who  are  engaged  on 
other  duties  during  the  day.  This  overtime  is  well  worth 
the  effort  in  safeguarding  the  district’s  food  supplies. 

The  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  the  amounts  con¬ 
demned  during  1957  are  as  follows: — 


Cattle  ex. 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 
Number  inspected 

1  133 

251 

1C7 

9 

996 

1496 

All  diseases  except  Tubercul 

osis. 

Whole  carcases 

condemned. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

40 

63 

1 

1 

24 

129 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis. 

22.55 

25 

0.92 

11.1 

2.4 

8-69 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases 

condemned. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

3 

25 

— 

— 

4 

32 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis. 

2.25 

9.96 

— 

— 

4 

2.14 

The  approximate  total  weight  condemned  was:  1  ton 
2  cwts.  0  qtrs.  4  lbs. 

Two  of  the  licensed  slaughterhouses  are  approved  as 
Ordinary  Deadweight  Certification  Centres  for  pigs  and  a 
total  of  501  such  pigs  were  certified  on  behalf  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  premises  at  West  Peckham  are 
licensed  as  a  knacker’s  yard. 
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Milk  Supplies :  This  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  department 
gives;  no  cause  for  anxiety,  conditions  generally  being  quite 
satisfactory,  now  that  the  whole  of  the  rural  district  is  a 
specified  area  which  means  that  only  graded  milk  may  be 
sold  therein.  There  are  still  12  registered  dairies  in  the  rural 
district  and  the  number  of  “  distributors  ”  had  risen  to  70 
at  the  year’s  end. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  licences  granted  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949,  as  may  be 
seen  from  the  following  table: — 


T  uberculin 
Tested 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

. 

Dealers’  Licences 

17 

19 

49 

Supplementary  Licences 

7 

8 

3 

|  Totals 

24 

27 

52  I 

Regular  routine  samples  are  taken  from  all  designated 
supplies  in  the  area,  some  54  being  collected  during  1957. 
Of  these  54  samples  14  were  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  22 
Pasteurised  and  18  Sterilised  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
report  that  all  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests. 

Voluntary  Surrender  of  Foodstuffs.  The  following 
quantity  of  foodstuffs  was  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 


consumption : — 

Article 

Tinned  and  bottled  fruit . 

Ton 

4 

cwts. 

7 

Weight 

qtrs. 

1 

lbs. 

3 

ozs; 

5 

Tinned  vegetables  . 

1 

1 

2 

11 

0 

Tinned  fish  . 

...  — 

— 

1 

8 

14 

Tinned  meats  ...  . 

7 

0 

24 

0 

Fresh  meats  ...  . 

1 

8 

0 

4 

0^ 

Tinnedl  soups  ...  . 

...  — 

3 

0 

24 

0 

Tinned  cream  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Fats  . .  . 

— 

— 

19 

8 

Cereals  . 

♦  .  .  — 

— 

— 

1 

0 

Bacon  .  ...  . 

...  — 

4 

1 

15 

11 

Total  ... 

...  7 

12 

0 

27 

12 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  equivalent  of  105  pints  of 
condensed  and  evaporated  milk  was  also  surrendered  as 
unfit. 

*  Of  this  total  weight  1  ton  2  cwts.  4  lbs.  was  surrendered 
at  private  slaughterhouses  during  meat  inspection  immedi¬ 
ately  after  slaughter. 
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Sampling  by  County  Sampling  Officers.  The  following 
details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers 
within  the  Rural  District  of  Mailing  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1957,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
have  been  furnished  by  the  Chief  Inspector  (Mr.  S. 
Strugnell)  of  Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the 
Kent  County  Council,  who  are  the  responsible  authority  for 
this  purpose  in  the  district: — 


Article 

No. 

Article 

No. 

Almond  Pure  Essence 

B/fd.  32 

Flavour  . 

♦  .  ,, 

1 

Ice  Lolly 

...  1 

Bay  Leaves  . 

•  •  • 

1 

Italian  Peeled  Tomatoes  ...  1 

Blanc-mange  Powder  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

Jelly  Tablet 

...  1 

Branston  Pickles 

•  «  « 

1 

Kraft  Dinner 

...  1 

Butter  Ice  Cream 

•  •  • 

2 

Liquafruta 

...  1 

Buttered  Buns  . - 

•  •  « 

1 

Linseed  Compound 

...  1 

Buttered  Scones 

•  •  • 

2 

Lemon  Squash  ... 

...  1 

Cherry  Bark  Pastilles 

•  •  • 

1 

Luncheon  Meat,  Pork 

...  2 

Chocolate  Coated  Ice  Cream 

1 

Malt  Vinegar 

...  1 

Chocolate  Mousse 

•  •  • 

1 

Marzipan  ... 

...  1 

Cocoa  . 

•  •  • 

1 

Milk . 

...  46 

Cold  and  Influenza  Mixture 

1 

Nerve  Tonic 

...  1 

Compound  Lemon,  Glycerine 

Ovaltine  . 

...  1 

and  Honey  Mixture 

... 

1 

Pasteurised  Grapefruit 

Juice  1 

Creamed  Rice  . 

•  •  • 

1 

Pepper  Compound 

...  1 

Custard  Powder 

•  •  •> 

1 

Piccalilli  . 

...  1 

Distilled  Witch  Hazel 

•  •  • 

1 

Pork  Slice . 

...  1 

Double  Cream 

•  •  •' 

3 

Pure  Dairy  Ice  Cream 

...  1 

Evaporated  Milk 

•  •  • 

1 

Rum . 

...  1 

Fame!  Syrup  . 

•  •  • 

1 

Sardines  in  Pure  Olive 

Oil  ...  1 

Fresh  Strawberry  Pudding 

1 

Smelling  Bottle  ... 

...  1 

Fruit  Cake  Mix . 

•  •  • 

1 

Snowfire  Ointment 

...  1 

Garlixa  ...  ...  ... 

... 

1 

Steak  Pie . 

...  2 

Fin 

V — A  1  .X  i  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

1 

Strawberries  in  heavy 

syrup  1 

Ginger  Wine,  Non-alcoholic 

1 

Tea  . 

...  1 

Ground  Almonds 

2 

Whisky  . 

.  ...  3 

Horlicks  . 

... 

1 

Ice  Cream . 

•  •  • 

1 

Total  107 

c/fd.  ...  32 

SUMMARY 


Milks . 

46 

•  ••  •••  Jt 

Drugs . 

11 

•  ••  •••  •••  X  -JL. 

Spirits  . 

•  •  ••  •••  •••  5 

Other  samples 

45 

•  ••  •••  •••  Al/ 

107 

All  the  above  samples  were  genuine 
of  the  following: — 

Sample  of  Analysis 

Marzipan.  Ground  Almonds  13%. 

Almond  should  not  be 
less  than  25%. 


Double  Cream.  Fat  43.1%.  Deficient 

4.9%.  Relow  limit. 


with  the  exception 

Action  taken 

Incorrectly  described 
as  “  Marzipan  ”  by 
error.  Written  caution 
issued. 

Follow  up  sample 
satisfactory. 
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Sample  of 

Distilled  Witch 
Hazel. 

Analysis 

No  longer  a  B.P.C. 
article:  deleted  from 
B.P.C.  1954 — complies 
with  B.P.C.  1949. 

Action  taken 

Makers  notified. 

Non-alcoholic 
Ginger  Wine. 

Non-alcoholic  Wine  is 
a  contradiction  of 
term.  Soluble  solids 
19%. 

Makers  will  discon¬ 
tinue  use  of  the 
description. 

Buttered  Scones. 

Spread  with  a  mixture 
of  44  %  butter  and 
56  %  margarine. 

Written  caution. 

Buttered  Scones. 

Consists  of  portions  of 
scones  upon  which  is 
spread  a  mixture  of 
butter  and  other  fatty 
material.  The  mix¬ 
ture  contains  78% 
butter  and  22%  other 
fatty  matter  of  the 
nature  of  margarine. 

Written  caution. 

Ice  Cream.  There  were  102  premises  within  the  district 
registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  In  every 

case  supplies  are  received  from  well-known  manufacturers. 
There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  within  the  rural 
district. 

Routine  sampling  of  ice  cream  continued  during  1957  and 
in  all  47  samples  were  taken.  Details  of  results  of  these 
samples,  together  with  similar  results  for  the  previous  four 
years,  are  given  in  the  following  table: — 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Premises  Regis¬ 

tered  for  storage 

and  sale .  89 

95 

97 

86 

102 

Results — Grade  1  41 

50 

42 

31 

35 

(74.6%) 

(92.6%) 

(71.4%) 

(81.6%) 

(68.1%) 

Grade  2  13 

4 

16 

7 

12 

(22.6%) 

(7.4%) 

(27.2%) 

(18.4%) 

(27.6%) 

Grade  3  1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

(1.8%) 

— 

(1.7%) 

— 

— 

Grade  4  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Samples  ...  55 

54 

59 

38 

47 

The  position  with  regard  to 

the  sale 

of  ice 

cream  is 

generally  satisfactory  and  the  standard  of  hygiene  em¬ 
ployed  in  its  handling  is  good  and  well  maintained. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  following  table  gives  numerical  details  of  this  aspect 
of  the  work  of  the  department,  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able 
to  report  that  it  continues  to  progress  satisfactorily.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  year  under  review  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  continued  to  contribute  50%  of  the  net 
cost  of  all  work  in  connection  with  sewers  and  private 
dwellings. 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

All  other 
(inc.  Busines 
Premises) 

Total 

Total  number  of 
properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  area. 

17 

10644 

460 

1344 

12465 

Number  of  Proper¬ 
ties  inspected  as 
result  of  notifica¬ 
tion. 

— 

92 

2 

9 

103 

Number  of  Proper¬ 
ties  inspected  as 
result  of  survey  or 
otherwise.  * 

17 

87 

240 

10 

354 

Number  of  Proper¬ 
ties  inspected 
which  were  found 
to  be  infested  by: 

Rats 

9 

145 

5 

8  167  | 

Mice 

35 

— 

12 

47 

Number  of  infested 
Properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority 
(Completed  treat¬ 
ments  only) . 

9 

180 

5 

20 

214 

! 

Total  treatments 

carried  out,  includ¬ 
ing  re-treatments. 

Number  of  “Block 
control”  treatments 
carried  out. 

30 

225 

13 

40 

308 

37  involving  121  properties. 

*  Specific  rodent  control  visits.  Not  including  those  visits  where 
the  primary  reason  was  other  than  rodent  control. 


Warfarin  continued  to  be  the  principle  poison  and  was 
used  with  maize  meal  as  bait  base.  These  materials  are 
purchased  in  bulk  and  are  mixed  by  your  Rodent  Operator. 
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Regular  sewer  treatments  were  continued,  particular 
attention  again  being  paid  to  Snodland.  The  degree  of 
infestation  of  this  system  is  still  failing  and  I  believe  this  is 
due  in  the  main  to  regular  treatments  at  frequent  intervals. 

Further  annual  agreements  were  drawn  up  during  1957 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  6  premises  were  being  regularly 
treated  in  this  way.  A  visit  is  made  to  each  property  at 
least  once  per  month  and  the  regular  control  effected  there¬ 
by  does  much  to  prevent  serious  infestations. 

FEST  CONTROL. 

This  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  department  continues  to 
be  carried  out  by  your  Rodent  Operator,  and  the  following 
infestations  were  treated  during  1957: — 

Fleas  15,  Flies  5,  Bed  Bugs  2,  Beetles  6, 

Bees  1,  Mosquitoes  2,  Wasps  16. 

The  fifteen  flea  infestations  treated  included  four  hopper 
huts  which  were  found  to  be  infested  just  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  picking  season.  This  work  was  paid  for 
by  the  f aimer  concerned. 

The  bees  were  in  the  tilehanging  of  a  cottage  and  were 
proving  a  nuisance.  This  work  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
follow-up  treatment  after  that  carried  out  in  1956. 

Trouble  was  experienced  by  tenants  at  a  small  Council 
housing  estate  when  mosquitoes  began  to  breed  in  the 
sewage  disposal  plant  at  the  rear  of  the  houses.  It  was 
necessary  to  spray  the  plant  twice,  since  which  no  trouble 
has  been  experienced. 

Wasps  nests  are  not  as  a  rule  destroyed  as  a  Council  ser¬ 
vice  in  this  district,  but  nests  on  Council  sewage  works, 
refuse  tips,  etc.,  are  dealt  with  so  as  to  avoid  nuisance  and 
danger  to  your  employees.  16  such  nests  were  disposed  of 
in  1957. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  following  resume  of  the  work  of  the  Cleansing 
Department  during  the  year  has  been  supplied  by  your 
Cleansing  Officer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Weller. 


Each  year  when  reviewing  the  work  of  this  Department 
the  most  noticeable  feature  is  the  lack  of  a  full  staff  for  a 
greater  part  of  the  time. 
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During  the  year,  494  days  were  lost  through  sickness. 
This  is  an  increase  of  111  days  over  last  year.  The  steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  days  lost  each  year  is  worthy  of 
mention.  In  1952  it  was  122  days,  in  1953 — 263  days, 
1954 — 270,  1955—315,  1956—383,  and  in  1957—494  days. 

In  addition  to  the  494  days  mentioned  above,  133  days 
were  taken  without  permission,  making  a  total  of  627  days 
lost  from  all  causes. 

During  the  year  under  review  there  were  periods  when 
so  many  men  were  away  at  one  time  that  it  was  found 
impossible  to  run  all  the  Cesspool  Emptiers.  October  was 
the  worst  month  when  eleven  men  were  away  at  the  same 
time. 

In  the  course  of  1957,  17  men  left  the  Council’s  employ¬ 
ment,  the  same  number  being  newly  engaged.  Of  this 
number,  10  stayed  only  for  very  short  periods. 

The  present  outside  staff  consists  of  39  persons,  as 
follows : — 

1  Foreman 

1  Chargehand  and  Motor  Mechanic 

1  Depot  Labourer  (now  serving  in  the  Forces)  to  assist 

Mechanic 

2  Refuse  Disposal  and  Muledozer  Drivers 

19  Refuse  Collection  (6  Drivers  and  13  Refuse  Collectors) 

14  Cesspool  Emptying  and  Night  Soil  47  Drivers  and  7  Mates) 

1  (Woman)  Salvage  Sorting  and  Baling. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  increase  in  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  during  the 
year  amounted  to  842  tons  more  than  in  1956.  This  increase 
is  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  243  new  houses  (166  Council 
and  77  private)  were  erected,  and  partly  to  the  increased 
amount  of  refuse  from  the  parishes  where  a  fortnightly 
service  operates.  A  considerable  number  of  residents  in 
these  areas  have  doubled  the  number  of  their  bins.  In  one 
parish  alone,  where  two  journeys  for  a  vehicle  to  collect 
about  18  cubic  yards  of  refuse  was  sufficient,  it  is  now 
necessary  to  make  three  journeys  because  the  amount  of 
refuse  has  increased  to  over  30  cubic  yards. 

Ten  parishes  have  a  weekly  collection  and  fourteen  a 
fortnightly  service,  bins  being  placed  near  to  the  highway 
except  in  the  case  of  old  or  infirm  people. 

Two  disposal  sites  are  in  use,  one  at  a  disused  quarry  in 
Borough  Green  and  one  on  the  Brookland  at  Ham  Hill, 
Birling. 
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Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping,  a  Muledozer  being  used 
at  each  site  for  spreading  and  consolidating. 

With  the  shortage  of  men  and  the  increase  in  the  amount 
of  refuse  to  collect,  less  time  has  been  available  to  spend  on 
covering  the  refuse.  In  addition,  it  is  true  to  say  that  good 
material  for  this  purpose  is  not  readily  obtainable. 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  the  question  of  purchas¬ 
ing  a  suitable  vehicle  with  the  necessary  equipment  to 
recover  good  soil  from  the  marshland  at  Ham  Hill  prior  to 
tipping,  if  a  suitable  agreement  can  be  negotiated  with  the 
owners. 

The  Council’s  Rodent  Operator  makes  regular  and  fre¬ 
quent  visits  to  the  tips  to  keep  them  free  from  vermin,  and 
tip  dressing  and  D.D.T.  insecticides  are  used  by  the  tip  men 
to  control  fly  infestation. 

The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  tonnage  of 
Refuse,  etc.,  collected  and  disposed  of  by  your  vehicles 
during  the  last  five  years. 


Year 

Refuse 

Tons- 

Hardcore  Sc 
Covering 
Tons. 

Drainage 

Tons- 

Salvage 

Tons. 

Misc. 

Tons. 

Total 

Tons. 

1953 

8442£ 

1541a 

648* 

210£ 

325 

11168 

1954 

8548 

1655 

1008* 

279 

164£ 

11655 

1955 

9010 

1624 

713 

397 

249 

11993 

1956 

9786 

1805 

428a 

420 

127 

12566J 

1957 

10628 

1735 

192 

473 

91 

13119 

In  addition  to  the  above  figure  of  13,119  tons,  approxi¬ 
mately  400  tons,  taken  to  the  tip  by  the  R.A.F.  Station, 
West  Mailing,  and  by  Leybourne  Grange  Colony,  have  to 
be  dealt  with  for  disposal  on  the  tip. 


Salvage. 

The  Salvage  position  continues  to  be  satisfactory,  as  wrill 
be  seen  by  the  table  below. 

In  November,  1956,  the  Board  Manufacturers  appealed 
to  Local  Authorities  to  restrict  Waste  Paper  collections, 
and  fixed  a  Quota  based  on  previous  collections.  This  Quota 
system,  unfortunately,  still  exists,  so  that  we  are  selling  to 
our  limit. 
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Wastepaper  etc. 

Metal,  Tins,  Rag's. 

Collett 

Year 

Wei 

g-ht 

Value 

Weight 

Value 

Wei; 

ght 

Value 

T. 

c. 

q.  £ 

s. 

d. 

T.  c. 

q- 

£  s. 

d. 

T. 

c.  q. 

£ 

s.  d. 

1953 

167 

1 

0  1202 

6 

1 

33  2 

o 

o 

244  1 

9 

4 

0  0 

4 

0  0 

1954 

185 

12 

3  1399 

14 

1 

14  3 

1 

190  17 

4 

1955 

244 

7 

0  2094 

8 

11 

13  6 

3 

247  19 

8 

1956 

242 

6 

0  1955 

3 

1 

12  2 

1 

212  9 

9 

1957 

210 

8 

2  1723 

15 

5 

10  17 

0 

197  1 

6 

3 

8  1 

3 

8  3 

Miscellaneous 

TOTAL 

Year 

Value 

Weight 

Value 

£  s.  d. 

T. 

c. 

a 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1953 

204 

3 

3 

1450 

7 

10 

1954 

Tyres,  etc. 

11  2 

0 

200 

17 

1 

1601 

13 

5 

1955 

Tyres,  etc. 

10  3 

0 

259 

3 

3 

2352 

11 

7 

1956 

Tyres, 

etc 

4  18 

0 

255 

9 

3 

2172 

10 

10 

1957 

Tyres, 

etc. 

3  11 

0 

225 

2 

3 

1927 

16 

2 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  our  total  receipts 
from  the  sale  of  all  Salvage,  amounted  to  £1,927  16s.  2d. 
Expenditure,  covering  Wages,  Bonus,  the  purchase  of 
Baling  Wire,  Electricity,  Water,  etc.,  amounted  to 
£713  Is.  Id.  In  spite  of  our  difficulties,  therefore,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure  was 
£1,214  15s.  Id. 

Cesspool  Emptying  and  Disposal. 

The  demand  for  this  service  continues  to  increase.  This 
increase  is  due,  in  no  small  measure,  to  the  fact  that  110 
additional  cesspools  were  emptied  for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  and  to  the  more  frequent  filling  of  the  older  cess¬ 
pools. 

In  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  demands,  overtime  was 
worked  during  most  of  the  year. 

Ten  parishes  receive  a  six-weekly  service  while  14  receive 
only  a  four-monthly  service.  This  latter  service  in  many 
cases  is  insufficient.  Residents  in  these  latter  parishes 
complain  when  required  to  pay  for  a  more  frequent  service. 

In  spite  of  the  steady  increase  in  the  amount  of  work 
done,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  we  have 
rarely  been  able  to  satisfy  all  demands  on  the  service. 

During  the  year  under  review,  1,266  more  loads  were  re¬ 
moved  than  in  the  previous  year,  bringing  the  total  amount 
to  be  discharged  on  the  land  to  14,256,800  gallons  in  12 
months,  or  45,678  gallons  a  day. 
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Farmers  no  longer  readily  accept  cesspool  contents  due 
to  complaints  from  nearby  residents  of  the  smell  and  the 
frequency  of  tipping.  This  often  necessitates  longer 
journeys  to  disposal  points,  distances  varying  from  1  to  U2 
miles  per  load. 


Loads  Removed 

Year 

Cesspools 

Flushing 

Sludge,  etc. 

Pails 

Total 

1953 

13543 

255 

473 

168 

[25133  pis.] 

14439 

1954 

14370 

278 

498 

170 

[25672  pis.] 

15  316 

1955 

15367 

246 

434 

158 

[23662  pis.] 

16205 

1956 

15835 

183 

387 

150 

[22276  pis.] 

16555 

1957 

16958 

255 

451 

157 

[23484  pis.] 

17821 

Garages,  Vehicles  and  Maintenance. 

The  Garage  at  East  Mailing  houses  all  vehicles,  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  Muledozers,  one  of  which  is  kept  at 
each  of  the  two  Refuse  Tips. 

The  vehicles,  18  in  number,  are  as  follows: — 

6  Refuse  Collectors  (2  Paxits,  3  Barrier  Loaders,  1  spare  side- 
loader). 

8  Cesspool  Emptiers  (7  manned,  1  spare). 

1  Two-ton  Truck. 

1  Maintenance  Lorry  used  by  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Depart¬ 

ment. 

2  Vans  (X  Foreman,  1  Rodent  Control). 

A  new  Diesel  Emptier  was  put  into  service  in  April  and 
the  oldest  machine  retained  as  spare. 

In  May  a  new  Barrier  Loader,  also  Diesel,  was  placed 
into  service  and  the  old  Barrier  Loader  sold. 

With  the  exception  of  major  work,  all  repairs  are  very 
efficiently  carried  out  by  your  Mechanic  and  time  lost 
through  breakdowns  on  the  roads  was  negligible. 

Tyre  wear  on  Cleansing  vehicles  is  greater  than  on 
ordinary  transport  vehicles.  With  a  fleet  of  our  size  104 
tyres  are  in  constant  use,  not  counting  the  spares.  During 
the  year  24  new  tyres  were  purchased  and,  as  the  table 
below  shows,  42  were  remoulded.  The  financial  advantage 
of  using  remoulded  tyres  is  obvious. 
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Year 

No.  of  Covers 
Treated 

Cost  of 

£ 

New  Tyres 

s.  d. 

Cost  of 

£ 

Treatment 

s.  d. 

Saving* 

£  s- 

d. 

1953 

24 

339 

6 

0 

178 

12 

0 

160 

13 

0 

1954 

41 

652 

15 

0 

295 

2 

0 

357 

13 

0 

1955 

33 

613 

15 

0 

287 

10 

0 

326 

5 

0 

1956 

32 

607 

11 

6 

284 

7 

0 

323 

4 

6 

1957 

42 

840 

0 

6 

424 

0 

0 

416 

0 

6 

*  A  “  Commercial  Users  ”  discount  scheme  is  in  operation, 
therefore  the  full  saving  is  as  follows: — 

1953  1954  1955  1956  1957 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d.  £  s.  d.  £  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Full  Retail 

Saving  160  13  0  357  13  0  326  5  0  323  4  6  416  0  6 

Plus  “C.U.” 

Discount  8  0  0  17  17  0  24  9  4  24  4  9  31  16  0 


Full  Saving  168  13  0  375  10  0  350  14  4  347  9  3  447  16  6 


Mortuaries. 

The  three  Mortuaries  were  used  during  the  year  as 
follows,  no'  painting  or  repairs  being  necessary: — 

Bodies  received  at  West  Mailing  ...  19 

„  „  ,,  Aylesford  ...  7 

„  ,,  ,,  Borough  Green  ... 

FACTORIES. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  inspections  of 
factories  carried  out  and  the  details  of  defects  found: — 


1.  Inspections. 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Notices 

Owners 

Pro  secuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3.  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

4 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

166 

148 

7 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 

out-workers’  premises) 

8 

2 

— 

. 

TOTALS  ...  ... 

178 

152 

7 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No-  of 

Particulars 

cases  in 
which 

1  Referred 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prosecu- 

Found 

Inspector 

Inspector 

tions 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)... 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

, , 

_ 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

(S.6)  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(.a)  Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  includ- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ing  offences  relating  to 
Home  W ork)  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

TOTALS  . 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Outworkers:  At  the  year’s  end  there  were  5  outworkers 
in  the  district,  employed  as  follows : — 

Braids  and  trimmings .  2 

Wearing  apparel .  1 

Furniture  and  upholstery  .  2 

Seven  routine  visits  were  made  to  outworkers’  premises 
during  1957  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  con¬ 
ditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


SHOPS  ACTS. 

I  have  to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review,  the 
administration  of  the  Shops  Act  was,  as  usual,  combined 
with  other  routine  visits  to  shop  premises  and  in  all  532 
such  visits  were  made. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  during 
the  period. 

Brochures  summarising  the  Act  were  distributed  to  shop¬ 
keepers  and  opportunity  was  taken  to  advise  traders  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Sunday  Trading  Act  and  with  regard  to 
early  closing  days.  A  number  of  shopkeepers  were  given 
verbal  warnings  in  connection  with  these  aspects  of  the 
work  and  further  observations  showed  that  these  had  had 
the  desired  effect. 
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There  was  a  proposal  to  apply  for  an  exemption  order  for 
Sunday  trading  in  the  parish  of  Plaxtol,  but,  following 
explanation  of  the  procedure  to  the  shopkeeper  concerned, 
the  matter  was  not  proceeded  with. 

One  grocer’s  shop  in  a  dilapidated  wooden  structure  was 
closed  and  the  business  transferred  to  converted  and 
modernised  premises  which  complied  with  the  Shops  Act 
and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  A  number  of  improvements 
in  washing  and  other  facilities  were  secured  during  the 
period  covered  by  this  report. 

SWIMMING  POOLS. 

There  are  now  three  privately  owned  swimming  pools 
within  the  district  which  are  open  to  the  public,  two  on  the 
main  road  A.20  at  Wrotham  and  Offham  and  one  at  Blue 
Bell  Hill.  Two  of  the  pools  are  used  by  parties  of  school 
children  from  schools  in  the  area  and  the  Blue  Bell  Hill  pool 
is  regularly  used  by  swimming  clubs  from  the  Medway 
Towns. 

28  bacteriological  and  4  chemical  samples  of  water  were 
taken  from  the  pools  during  1957  and  all  but  one  bacterio¬ 
logical  sample  proved  on  examination  to  be  satisfactory. 
Repeat  samples  following  works  to  the  chlorine  injector  at 
this  pool  proved  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Swimming  pools  are  under  constant  supervision,  particu¬ 
larly  during  the  summer  season  and  the  owners  are  advised 
as  to  the  maintenance  of  the  treatment  plant  as  and  when 
necessary. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

During  1957  there  were  15  sites  licensed  within  the  rural 
district  accommodating  44  caravans.  One  of  these  sites  is 
licensed  for  the  summer  months  only  and  this  site  can 
accommodate  up  to  10  caravans.  Two  of  the  sites  were 
licensed  only  after  the  site  owner  had  obtained  planning 
approval  on  appeal  to  the  Minister.  36  of  the  44  moveable 
dwellings  are  stationed  on  7  sites,  the  remaining  8  being 
individual  caravans  on  separate  sites. 

162  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  sites  during  the  year 
to  check  on  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  licence  and 
to  deal  with  unlicensed  caravans  that  keep  appearing  in  the 
district.  The  position  regarding  unlicensed  caravans  is 
always  worse  at  the  termination  of  the  fruit  and  hop¬ 
picking  seasons  and  the  usual  influx  of  gypsies  made  their 
appearance  this  year.  I  am  usually  able  to  deal  with  this 
problem  but  our  legal  powers  in  this  connection  amount 
only  to  harrassing  action. 
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I  do  not  consider  that  the  figures  quoted  in  relation  to 
the  number  of  licensed  moveable  dwellings  reflect  the  true 
position  in  this  rural  district,  but  I  do  not  consider  that  the 
position  is  getting  out  of  hand. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

During  the  year  7,792  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
connection  with  work  of  the  Department,  comprised  as 
follows: — 

FOOD  PREMISES. 


Number  of 

visits 

to  Bakehouses  . 

. . . 

. . . 

18 

yy 

yy 

Butchers’  Shops 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

69 

yy 

yy 

Grocers’  Shops  . 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

159 

yy 

yy 

Greengrocers  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

29 

yy 

yy 

General  Shops  . 

. . . 

33 

yy 

yy 

Confectioners . 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

27 

yy 

yy 

Fishmongers'  Shops  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

18 

yy 

yy 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

66 

yy 

yy 

Works  Canteens  ...  . 

.  .  . 

6 

yy 

yy 

Public  Houses  . 

•  «  • 

102 

yy 

yy 

Knackers’  Yards  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

yy 

yy 

Slaughterhouses  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

29 

yy 

yy 

„  re  Meat  Inspection 

353 

yy 

yy 

Piggeries  . 

•  .  • 

... 

8 

yy 

yy 

Milk  Supplies . .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

162 

yy 

yy 

re  Ice  Cream  and  Ham  Sect.  16  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

95 

yy 

yy 

Food  Condemnation  . 

•  •  ♦ 

«  •  • 

86 

yy 

yy 

to  Food  Factories  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

19 

yy 

yy 

re  Slaughtermen’s  Licences 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

20 

yy 

yy 

Mobile  Food  Shops  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

99 


ENVIRONMENTAL,  HYGIENE  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Number  of  visits  to  Factories  ...  .  152 

,,  „  Outworkers  .  7 

„  re  Trade  Waste .  1 

„  Aged  Persons  .  9 

„  Dirty  Premises  .  4 

„  to  Premises  re  rat  and/or  mice  infestation 

(including  2,388  by  Rodent  Operator)  2,725 

„  Premises  re  pest  and/or  vermin  (other 

than  rats  or  mice) .  36 

„  Premises  re  notifiable  and  infectious 

diseases .  144 

36 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


J 1 


Inspections  re  refuse  accumulations  and/or  manure 
h  e  a,  p  s  •••  . . »  . . .  . . .  ii«  « . « 

visits  carried  out  under  Housing  and/or  Public 
Health  Acts  . 

Housing  inspections  in  connection  with  rehousing  .. 

visits  re  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  . 

,,  cesspools  and/or  septic  tanks,  drains,  etc 

,,  rivers,  streams,  ditches,  ponds  and/or 

water  courses,  etc . 

,,  to  swimming  pools  . 

,,  re  drinking  water  . 

,,  to  Places  of  Public  Assembly  . 

,,  Hop-pickers’  Camps  . 

,,  Moveable  dwellings  . 

,,  re  Petroleum  spirit  . 

,,  Flooding  . 

,,  Land  charges . 

,,  Civil  Defence . 

,,  Riding  establishments  . 

,,  Refuse  disposal  . 

,,  Shops  Acts  . 

,,  to  Ironmongers’  Shops  . 

,,  re  Fertilisers  . 

,,  Houseboats  . 

,,  Diseases  of  Animals  . 

,,  Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

,,  Water  samples  (Water  Course)  . 

,,  Hairdressers . 

,,  Miscellaneous  . 


57 

1,413 

35 

46 

382 

11 

24 

174 

33 

70 

162 

152 

8 

37 

12 

3 

54 

235 

3 

13 

2 

46 

42 

3 

5 

387 


To  conclude  this  report  I  would  like  to  express  my 
thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Council  for  its  support  and 
backing  during  the  year.  I  record  also  my  thanks  to  the 
staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  C.  COLDRICK, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Parish, 

Number  of  houses 
according  to 
Valuation  List — 
as  at  31/12/57 

Area 

(acres) 

Population 

(estimated) 

Addington  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

189 

1,119 

519 

Aylesford  ... 

•  •  • 

1,311 

4,013 

4,624 

Birling 

388 

1,801 

815 

Borough  Green 

*  •  • 

662 

480 

1,747 

Burham 

499 

1,632 

1,848 

Ditton 

594 

1,066 

1,778 

Ightham  ... 

•  •  • 

489 

2,278 

1,476  J 

Ley bourne  . . . 

•  •  • 

168 

755 

1,711 

East  Mailing 

•  •  • 

1,124 

2,787 

3,396 

West  Mailing 

•  •  • 

744 

1,379 

3,490 

Mereworth 

... 

207 

2,556 

1,006 

Offham 

212 

■ 

1,479 

702 

East  Peckham 

•  •• 

667 

3,337 

1,928 

West  Peckham 

♦  »  • 

102 

1,582 

376 

P ld/it  •  •  ♦  •  • » 

•  •  • 

349 

1,827 

1,105 

Plaxtol 

•  •  •• 

337 

2,406 

1,031 

Ryarsh 

•  •  % 

244 

1,375 

766 

Shipboume 

•  • 

153 

2,007 

461 

Snodland 

1,298 

1,958 

4,286 

S  tansted 

*  • 

165 

1,974 

559 

Trottiscliffe 

#  ♦  « 

146 

1,155 

406 

Wateringbury 

•  •  • 

369 

1,377 

1,171 

Wouldham  ... 

.  . 

*  » • 

265 

1,855 

912 

Wrotham  ... 

•  •  * 

449 

3,457 

1,667 

Totals  ... 

j  11,131 

45,655 

37,780 

SUMMARY. 

Area  of  District  (in  acres)  .  45,655 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Mid-Year  Home  Population  37,780 

Average  density  of  persons  per  acre  . .  ...  ...  .828 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  (31/12/57)  according  to 

Valuation  List . .  ...  .  11,131 

Average  density  of  dwellings .  1  per  4.101  acres 

Average  number  of  persons  per  dwelling  inhabited .  3.394 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1/4/58)  .  £467,198 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1957-58)  ...  .  £1.906 
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